21 October 2019
An Taoiseach, Minister Bruton, members of the Dail and the European Parliament,
We, the undersigned concerned individuals and organisations, ask you to remove Shannon
LNG from the current draft of the 4th European Projects of Common Interest list following new
information obtained at the 17 October meeting of the Committee on Industry, Telecoms,
Research and Energy at the European Commission (ITRE). The Irish Government has until 23
October to remove the project from the list.
There are three main reasons for this request:
1. At the ITRE meeting, it was revealed that the Shannon LNG project is still on the
European Projects of Common Interest (PCI) list, despite the absence of a climate and
sustainability study, which is mandatory. This is against Ireland’s commitment to the
Paris Agreement and declaration of being in a climate emergency.
2. According to the current draft of the 4th PCI list, two other gas projects connected to the
Shannon LNG were taken off the PCI list. These two projects, including an underground
gas storage facility in Northern Ireland and a reverse flow pipeline to Scotland, were
planned to export the fracked gas from Shannon LNG to Europe. Without these two
connected projects, the Shannon LNG does not meet another criterion of the EU
Commission which states that the project must have a significant impact on at least two
EU member states.
For the same reason of not meeting the requirement of impacting at least two EU
member states, a proposed LNG terminal in Sweden was removed from the PCI list. The
Swedish Government recently refused on climate grounds the permit for the connecting
pipeline between the proposed LNG Gothenburg terminal and their national grid. The EU
Commission has now taken the project off the 4th PCI list, stating that "the Gothenburg
LNG terminal in Sweden was removed from the BEMIP gas regional list agreed by the
relevant decision-making body following the Swedish authorities’ decision denying
authorization for a connection of the LNG terminal to the gas transmission grid, without
which the project does not have a cross border impact as required by the TEN-E
Regulation."
3. The source of gas for this project has been confirmed by the developer to originate from
shale gas produced by fracking in Pennsylvania. The carbon emissions, mainly
methane, arising from this process are now known to be catastrophic for global warming.
On 9 October, 2019, Prof. Robert Howarth of Cornell University, gave evidence to the
Irish Joint Committee on Climate Action. According to the scientific evidence
"approximately 3.5% of the shale gas that is developed is emitted to the atmosphere as
unburned methane due to leaks all along the chain from wells to the final consumer and
purposeful emissions as the gas is processed, stored and transported. On account of

these methane emissions, the use of shale gas has an even greater negative impact on
the climate than coal.”
Lastly, we write to voice our opposition to the lack of transparency regarding the process,
timeline and meetings pertaining to the PCI list. Instead of being forthright with information that
TD’s and NGOs requested, the process has been shrouded in secrecy. Initially, no date was
given to the Dáil on the date of the European Commission meeting in which the PCI list would
be discussed. It was only after an Access to Information on the Environment (AIE) request from
a local resident that the TDs and public learned on 30th September that the meeting would take
place on the following Friday, 4th October. Then, after the ITRE meeting on 4th October, there
no information was shared on the status of Shannon LNG and related gas projects on the PCI
list. It was not until 17th October that groups learned that Ireland has until 23 October to remove
Shannon LNG from the list.
For all these reasons, including the fact that this gas for the Shannon LNG terminal would be
from harmful fracking in the US after Ireland banned it, and the reason in which many groups
have previously stated on the grounds of climate and human health impacts, the Shannon LNG
terminal must be removed from the PCI list.
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