
 

 

How To Do An Action Project  

Why Become a Solar School? 

 Lead the change to a clean 

renewably-powered future and 

help Ireland play its fair share in 

tackling the Climate Crisis. 

 Learn about the benefits of 

renewable energy. 

 Learn about renewable energy 

policy in Ireland. 

 Gain knowledge of the political 

system in Ireland & how to 

engage with politicians. 

 Gain skills for engaging with 

media e.g. writing press releases, 

local radio interviews. 

 Help demand easier access to renewable energy for all schools! 

 Save money on bills. 

 

Background – Why We Want Solar on Schools!  

We think people and communities should be at the heart of the transition to a 

zero-carbon future and every school should be a Solar School! In Ireland it’s really 

difficult to make this happen but the Solar Schools project has big plans to break 

down these barriers. Again this year we will be supporting our winning schools to 

go solar so they can showcase the potential of community-owned solar power and 

push for a cleaner energy future for all.  



 

 

Some Changes That Would Help  

We are asking the government to make it easier for schools to go solar by:  

1. Providing grants to schools & community buildings so they can go solar.  

2. Allowing microgenerators (e.g. homes or community owned solar panels) to 

sell their excess power - right now they are feeding it back to the grid for 

free!   

3. Extend planning exemptions for solar panels to include schools. Unlike 

other community buildings, schools still have to apply for planning 

permission for even one solar panel! This is a huge additional cost.  

 

Progress So Far  

We are so proud of the schools who jumped in with us in 2019, they have already 

helped make solar easier for everyone! Together we will create the renewable 

energy future we want.  

 After just one year we have helped 5 schools around the country go solar 

and the government have promised to change the planning regulations, 

making it easier for schools to go solar.  

 The Oireachtas are now debating how to support microgenerators (e.g. 

solar panels on houses and community buildings). We haven’t won yet 

but it’s definitely on their agenda and that’s a great start!  

 2020 will be the first year that schools are eligible for an SEAI 

(Sustainable Energy Authority Ireland) grants for solar panels.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

How To Do An Action Project: Five Steps to a Cleaner, 

Brighter Future 

1. Gather a team - this can be your class, your green school committee, or a 

mix of students, teachers & people from the community.  

2. Research – Take a look at our website to learn more about the benefits of 

solar on schools and the barriers that exist today.   

3. Brainstorm – once you’ve learned about the benefits of solar energy, the 

barriers that exist and the solutions grab your team and start 

brainstorming!  

4. Action points -   Once you’ve decided on your idea set some clear action 

points and decide who’s responsible. Think of all the people you need to get 

on board e.g. teachers, parents, politicians etc. Create a timeline with 

realistic deadlines. Check out our website for a handy template.  

5. Raise Awareness – Don’t forget to raise awareness of your project. Maybe 

you can host an event, start a social media campaign, write a press release? 

Remember our hashtags are #ForTheLoveOfSolar #SolarSchools 

#GenerationSolar 

How to Amplify Your Project 

There are several things you can do to raise awareness of your action project & 

promote Friends of the Earth’s policy asks. Why not host an event in your school, 

have a solar themed art or science competition, write a piece for the parish 

newsletter, send postcards to your local TD, contact the local radio station to tell 

them about your project or send a press release to the newspaper?  

 

There are lots of people in your local community who are dying to hear about your 

action project, don’t forget to tell them what you’re up to and get them involved! 

Make sure to contact your local politicians, local radio, TDs - Particularly Minister 

Bruton (DCCAE) & Minister Mc Hugh (Dept. of Ed & Skills), parents, teachers, 

fellow students, local representatives and prominent members of your community, 



 

 

members of the wider community & the general public. Find out who your local 

representations are by clicking here.  

 

How to Engage the Media  

Social media is really powerful so be sure to use your own networks to amplify 

your message. Why not set up and Instagram or Twitter account for your project 

so you can tell people what you are up to?   

More traditional media such as TV, radio and newspapers is also great way to 

raise awareness of your project. Click here to check out this great media handbook 

(published by Neon) to learn how to write a press release, create a media strategy 

and do a radio/TV interview.  

Click the image below to see one of our experts from the 2019 competition 

chatting with the media: 

 

 

https://www.whoismytd.com/
https://www.foe.ie/assets/files/pdf/media_handbook_-_published_by_neon_.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GouAqAP8_YY&feature=youtu.be

