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20 January 2022 
 
Dear Minister Ryan, 
 
We are writing to urge you to accept the recommendations in the Report on the Pre-Legislative Scrutiny of 
the Circular Economy Bill 2021 published in December 2021 (The Report) by the Joint Committee on 
Environment and Climate (the Committee). 
 
We are heartened by the substance of the Committee’s recommendations, which will strengthen the 
Government’s draft Bill, and are delighted to see that the Committee listened to and echoes the 
recommendations made by VOICE, The Rediscovery Centre, Friends of the Earth, CRNI and other experts.  The 
Committee’s Report endorses amendments and additions that will help to create a truly circular economy. 
 
We are asking you to support revisions to the Circular Economy Bill before it is brought forward to the Dáil for 
the Second stage, to ensure it provides a framework that will directly, or through secondary legislation, 
enable the adoption of the Committee’s proposed amendments and additions. 
 
Mindful of the significance of this Bill in driving progress towards a circular economy, we urge that these 
revisions and the passage of the Bill be expedited as quickly as possible.  Therefore, we have drafted proposed 
specific amendments to support this work (see attached).  These focus on: 
 

• Strengthening the monitoring and evaluation of strategies, targets and roadmaps including clear lines 
of accountability and regular progress reporting; 

• Making it mandatory for the Minister to set sectoral reuse and refill targets and impose levies and 
fines instead of ‘may’; 

• Removing the word ‘waste’ and prioritising prevention, preparation for re-use and recycling through-
out the Bill; 

• the addition of three items, including single use sugar/condiment items, hotel toiletries, wet wipes 
and other troublesome products,  to the list of single use products to be banned where reusable alter-
natives exist; 

• broadening the scope of appropriate qualitative or quantitative indicators and targets to include food 
waste prevention and other sectoral waste prevention targets, the adoption of refillable and reusable 
packaging systems; and 

• banning the use of PFAS – ‘forever chemicals’ – in food contact materials, such as paper and board 
containers. 
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Furthermore, we urge that revisions are also made to provide a framework for the introduction of other 
recommendations made by the Committee either through this Bill, secondary legislation or other subsequent 
publications, including for example: 
 

• requiring shops and supermarkets over 400 sqm to dedicate 20% of their shopping areas towards pri-
mary refill and reuse packaging; 

• VAT relief for refurbished/repaired items, tax deductions/credits for businesses purchasing recycled 
refurbished or repaired items, grants or tax incentives to invest in sanitary equipment to wash reusa-
ble packaging; and 

• recommending that consideration be given to the renewal and wider development of traditional and 
heritage crafts, skills and practices which have the potential to contribute to efficient resource man-
agement including reuse, repair and restoration. 

 
This Bill is a critical opportunity to fundamentally change how we consume in order to protect the 
environment.  A robust circular economy will benefit all and again we ask you to accept the recommendations 
made by the Committee before you send the final bill to the Dáil. 
 
If you have any questions or need further clarification, please do not hesitate to contact us. 
 
Kind regards, 

 

Karen Ciesielski 
Coordinator, Environmental Pillar 
 

 

 
 


