Summary of correspondence re social partnership

In June 2006, the undersigned national environmental organisations came together to request full participation in the social partnership process. 

The reason stated for this request was that we would have a particularly important role in monitoring and evaluating the new plan with regard to environmental criteria. A ten-year plan cannot ignore the challenges of high energy costs coupled with the effects of climate change and the implications for both wild and agricultural biodiversity inherent in such a plan. This is particularly the case, given Ireland’s recent national and international commitments to sustainable development.

We requested a meeting with the Secretary General of the Department of the Taoiseach, which was not granted, to discuss the possibilities and timetable for our inclusion. 

An Taisce




Bat Conservation Ireland 

Birdwatch Ireland 



Coastwatch


Conservation Volunteers Ireland 

Coomhola Salmon Trust

Crann





ECO-UNESCO

Feasta





Forest Friends 

Friends of the Earth 



Friends of the Irish Environment 



Gluaiseacht 




Grian






Irish Doctors’ Environmental Association 
Irish Natural Forestry Foundation

Irish Peatland Conservation Council

Irish Seal Sanctuary 




Irish Seed Savers Association


Irish Whale and Dolphin Group


Irish Wildlife Trust



Just Forests

Sustainable Ireland Cooperative

The Village (SPIL)

Voice

The Taoiseach’s office replied as follows:

“As you will be aware, the situation to date regarding the environmental NGOs has been that Comhar, the National Sustainable Development Partnership (on which EENGOCF is represented), has been considered the appropriate forum through which environmental organisations, together with the Social Partners, were engaged in the promotion of sustainable development and the integration of the environment into other sectors. 

Comhar is also represented on the Environment Co-ordinating Committee which was established to examine and co-ordinate environmental policies in relation to issues across programmes and initiatives under the current NDP/CSF (National Development Plan/Community Support Framework). The Environment NGOs are also represented separately on this Committee through An Taisce.

The Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government also works closely with a variety of environmental NGOs as appropriate on specific issues. 

It is proposed that these arrangements should continue. In the event that the draft agreement Towards 2016 is ratified by the Social Partners, the Steering Group to monitor implementation would be reconstituted, and it is envisaged that Comhar would meet with the Group to discuss matters of mutual interest.”

Our response was to outline why we feel that environmental NGOs should be included in the process.

“It is our contention that Comhar, the National Sustainable Development Partnership, is an extremely limited forum for the engagement of this sector of civil society in social partnership.

The environmental sector is only one of seven pillars to be represented on this forum. Other groups represented on Comhar are the IFA and IBEC, but this does not mean they do not have their say in the social partnership process also. To say that the environmental sector does not need to be heard at social partnership level because they have a say in Comhar is tantamount to telling IBEC or ICTU that they do not need to be involved in social partnership because they are represented on NESC.

The fact is that being in social partnership opens doors to other forms of participation. Therefore, not being recognized as a partner blocks us from participating in these other fora, even those with a strong environmental focus. The idea of environmental representation in the social partnership process has been raised in the Dáil on several occasions, and there seems to be an openness to the concept among the political parties, including the Government parties. 

The commitment made in the ten-year agreement Towards 2016 is to achieve the NESC vision of ‘a dynamic, internationalized and participatory Irish society, founded on a commitment to social justice and economic development that is both environmentally sustainable and internationally competitive.’ To leave environmental NGOs in a position where they have no direct input is not consistent with the principles of the agreement.”

We concluded with another request for a meeting, which was again turned down.

